CHAPTER    XXVIII
THE SUCCESSION OF ASQUITH
1908
was this time no question about the successor to the
JL position of Prime Minister. Asqtiith had been deputy-leader
in the House of Commons for the previous two years and he was
without rival or competitor. But while his succession was every-
where taken for granted, there were not a few in April, 1908,
who doubted whether he would prove as acceptable as his pre-
decessor to the great and unwieldy majority that stood behind
the Government in the House of Commons. The differences
between the two men were obvious and striking, and the critical
dwelt on Asquith's reserve and intellectuality in contrast with
Campbell-Bannerman's familiarity and simplicity. Still more he had
the reputation of being an Imperialist, and a large number who had
looked to his predecessor to keep foreign policy within bounds feared
that with Asquith as Prime Minister, Grey as Foreign Secretary, and
Haldane as Minister for War, the Liberal and pacifist forces would be
dangerously weakened.
Others, and among them some of Asquith's warmest friends, said
it was bad luck that he should have come to the highest place at a
moment when reaction from the great victory of 1906 was inevitable,
and would probably bring with it a revival of the quarrels which had
troubled his career in former days. By-elections were already being
lost, and Unionists confidently believed that they had only to persist
in their tactics of the previous sessions to bring the Government down
and reduce its efforts to a " ploughing of the sands." The general
prognostication was that Asquith's reign would be short, and that
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